By Henry A. Wallacce

Vice President of the United States
N returning from my trip to the
West in February, I received a re-
quest from THE NEW YORK TIMES
to write a piece answering the following
questions:

(1) What is a Fascist?

(2) How many Fascists have we?

(3) How dangerous are they?

A Fascist is one whose lust for money
or power is combined with such an inten-
sity of intolerance toward those of other
races, parties, classes, religions, cultures,
regions or nations as to make him ruthless
in his use of deceit or violence to attain
his ends. The supreme god of a Fascist
to which his ends are directed may be
money or power; may be a race or a class;
may be a military clique or an economic
group; or may be a culture, religion or a
political party. '

The_perfect type of Fascist throughout
recent centuries has been the Prussian
Junker, who developed such hatred for
other races and such allegiance to a mili-
tary clique as to make him willing at all
times to engage in any degree of deceit
and violence necessary to place his culture
and race astride the world. In evéry big
nation of the world are at least a few peo-
ple who have the fascist temperament.
Every Jew baiter, every Catholic hater is
a Fascist at heart. The hoodlums who
have been desecrating churches, cgtthe-
drals and synagogues in some of our larger
cities are ripe material for fascist leader-
ship.

The obvious types of American Fascists
are dealt with on the air and in the press.
These demagogues and stooges are fronts
for others. Dangerous as these people
may be, they are not so significant as
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The Vice President says it pollutes public
opinion. encourages intolerance and presents
a challenge to our democratic way of life.

thousands of other people who have never

been mentioned. The really dangerous
American Fascists are not those who are
hooked up directly or indirectly with the
Axis. The FBI has its finger on those.

The dangerous American Fascist is the
man who wants to do in the United States
in an American way what Hitler did in
Germany in a Prussian way. The Ameri-
can Fascist would prefer not to use vio-
lence. His method is to poison the chan-
nels of public information. With a Fas-
cist the problem is never how best to pre-
sent the truth to the public but how best
to use the news to deceive the public into
giving the Fascist and his group more
money or more power.

IF we define an American Fascist as
one who in case of conflict puts money
and power ahead of human beings, then
there are undoubtedly several million
Fascists in the United States. There are
probably several hundred thousand if we
narrow the definition to include only those
who in their search for money and power
are ruthless and deceitful.

Most American Fasgcists are enthusias-
tically supporting the war effort. They
are doing this even in those cases where
they hope to have profitable connections
with German chemical firms after the war
ends. They are patriotic in time of war
because it is to their interest to be so, but
in time of pea’ce they follow power and the
dollar wherever they may lead. '

American fascism will not be really dan-

gerous until there is a purposeful coalition
between the cartelists, the deliberate poi-
soners of public information and those

who stand for the KKK type of dema-

gog. Every year, however, the deliberate,
systematic poisoning of the public cthan-
nels of information is becoming more evi-
dent. At the moment the anti-Jewish,
anti-Negro, anti-Catholic outbreaks are
not too serious, but who can say what
they will be if the poisoning of the public
mind continues and we enter a period of
serious depression?

The European brand of fascism will
probably present its most serious post-war
threat to us via Latin America. The effect
of the war has been to raise the cost of
living in most Latin-American countries
much faster than the wages of labor. The
Fascists in most Latin-American countries
tell the people that the reason their wages
won’t buy as much in the way of goods is
because of Yankee imperialism,

The Fascists in Latin America learn f{o.

speak and act like natives. Our chemical
and other manufacturing concerns are all
too often ready to let the Germans have
Latin - American markets provided the
American companies can work out an
arrangement which will enable them to
charge high prices to the consumer inside
the United States. Following this war,
technology will have reached such a point
that it will be possible for Germans, using
South America a base, to cause us
much more difficulty in World War II1
than they did in Waorld War II. The mili-
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tary and land-owning cligues in many
South American countries will find it
attractive financially to work with Ger-
man Fascist concerns as well as expedient
from the standpoint of temporary power
politics.

ESCISM is a world-wide disease. Its
greatest threat to the United States will
come after the war, either via Latin
America or within the United States itself.

Still another danger is represented by
those who, paying lip service to democ-
racy and the common welfare, in their
insatiable greed for money and the power
which money gives, do not hesitate surrep-
titiously to evade the laws designed to
safeguard the public from monopolistic
extortion. American Fascists of this stamp
were clandestinely aligned with their Ger-
man counterparts before the war and are
even now preparing to resume where they
left off, after “the present unpleasantness”
ceases.

To the end of facilitating the re-estab-
lishment of these international cartels,
these stuffed-shirt Fascists are presently
engaged—not always covertly—in a cam-
paign to subvert the distinctively demo-
cratic public policy founded on the prin-
ciple of economic freedom. They seek
nothing more, of course (and, incidental-
ly, nothing less), than a license for an
even more rigorous and more remorseless
application of the principle of “charging
what the traffic will bear,” in league with
their erstwhile Axis partners, than that
which glorified the “new era” of the
Twenties—and prostrated the world econ-
omy in the Thirties. They have a vain
delusion that in this fashion they can
again bring the common man to his knees
and make of (Continued on Page 34)
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t Continued from Page 7)

him this time a groveling suppliant who
will ““keep to his place.” The susceptibil-
ity to hallucinations of this kind is one
of the surest signs of the fascist mentality.

The symptoms of fascist thinking are
colored by environment and adapted to
immediate circumstances. But always
and everywhere they can be identified by
their appeal to prejudice and by the de-
sire to play upon the fears and vanities
of different groups in order to gain power.
It is no coincidence that the growth of
modern tyrants has in every case been
heralded by the growth of prejudice. It
may be shocking to some people in this
country to realize that, without meaning
to do so, they hold views in common with
Hitler when they preach discrimination
against other religious, racial or economic
groups. Likewise, many people whose pa-
triotism is their proudest boast play Hit-
lers’ game by retailing distrust of our
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granting to the newcomer, the little busi-
ness man, the inventor, a fair start in the
game? To ask this question is to answer
it. The monopolist wants no rivals. The
cartelists want to regiment existing busi-
ness, to eliminate all competition and to
prevent the emergence of new enterprise.
In other words, the cartelist and the mo-
nopolist don’t believe in economic democ-
racy and if necessary are willing to see
political democracy die in order to main-
tain their grip on economic life.

UERY often big business gives unwit-
ting aid to fasclsm. Many British busi-
ness men would be incensed if they were
branded as Fascists, yet by playing the
cartel game they supported the policies
that led to Munich and finally to the
Duesseldorf agreement, signed the day
following Hitler’s. seizure of Czechoslo-
vakia. In this agreement they sanctioned
the cartelization of industry in Germany

Vice President Wallace in his Washington library.

Allies and by giving currency to snide
suspicions without foundation in fact.

The American Fascists are most easily
recognized by their deliberate perversion
of truth and fact. Their newspapers and
propaganda carefully cultivate every fis-
sure of disunity. every crack in the com-
mon front against fascism. They use
every opportunity to impugn democracy.
They use isolationism as a slogan to con-
ceal their own selfish imperialism.

They cultivate hate and distrust of both
Britain and Russia. They claim to be
super-patriots, but they would destroy
every liberty guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion. They demand free enterprise, but
are the spokesmen for monopoly and
vested interest. Their final objective,
toward whieh all their deceit is directed,
is to capture political power so that using
the power of the State and the power of
the market simultaneously they may keep
the common man in eternal subjection.

SEVERAL leaders of industry in this
country who have gained a new vision
of the meaning of opportunity through co-
operation with Government have warned
‘the public openly that there are some
selfish groups in industry who are willing
to jeopardize the structure of American
lierty to gain some temporary advan-
tage. We all know the part that the car--
tels played in bringing Hitler to power
and the rule the giant German trusts have
played in Nazi conquests. Monopolists
who fear competition and who distrust
democracy because it stands for equal op-
portunity would like to secure their posi-
tion against small and energetic enter-
prise. In an effort to eliminate the possi-
bility of any rival growing up, some Imo-
nopolists would sacrifice democracy itself.

The sincerity of monopolists and car-
telists who deny that they have any fas-
cist tendencies is easily tested. Do they
uphold, in their policies and practices, the
genuine principles of free enterprise,

and England, and stated that they in-
tended to exert pressure on their Govern-
ments to cartelize world trade. In the
United States many industrialists whose
personal patriotism is unquestioned placed
themselves and their corporations in am-
biguous positions because they had suc-
cumbed to the false security of cartel
agreements with totalitarian German
concerns.

IT can be pointed out to such men that
many of the German industrialists who
financed Hitler found they had created a
Frankenstein monster who did not hesi-
tate to destroy them economically or per-
sonally if it suited his purpose. . The
ghost (and this may be literal) of Thys-
sen should haunt every American busi-
ness man so minded. Similarly, many
thousands of business men who played
ball with the Nazis found that the swas-
tika stood for a double-cross, by which
small industries were sold out to the giant
combines, or to enrich favored members
of the Nazi party.

It has been claimed at times that our
modern age of technoiogy facilitates dic-
tatorship. What we must understand is
that the industries, processes and inven-
tions created by modern science can be
used either to subjugate or liberate. The
choice is up to us. The myth of fascist
efficiency has deluded many people. It
was Mussolini’s vaunted claim that he
“made the trains run on time.” In the
end, however, he brought to the Italian
people impoverishment and defeat. It was
Hitler's claim that he eliminated all un-
employment in Germany. Neither is there
unemployment in a prison camp.

Democracy to crush fascism internally
must demonstrate its capacity to ‘‘make
the trains run on time.” It must develop
the ability to keep people fully employed
and at the same time balance the budget.
It must put human beings first and dol-
lars second. It rContinued on Page 35)
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(Continued from Page 34)
must appeal to reason and de-
cency and not to violence and de-
ceit. We must not tolerate op-
pressive government or-industrial
oligarchy in the form of monopo-
lies and cartels. As long as sci-
entific research and inventive in-
genuity outrun our ability to de-
vise social mechanisms to raise
the living standards of the people
we may expect the liberal poten-
tial of the United States to in-
crease. If this liberal potential is
properly channeled we may expect
the area of freedom of the United
States to increase. The problem
is to speed up our rate of social
invention in the service of the
welfare of all the people.

SO long as private economic
governments stifle Initiative and
attempt to control technological
development, it is not possible for
genuine advances to be made in
economic and political democracy.
As long as we falter in the solu-
tion of the unemployment prob-
lem; as long as monopoly chokes
off the opportunities for invest-
ment and the development of an
expanding economy, the specter
of fascism will haunt our efforts
to promote the.general welfare.

The world - wide,
struggle between
democracy will not stop when the
fighting ends in Germany and
Japan. Democracy can win the
peace only if it does two things:

(1) Speeds up the rate of polit-
ical and economic inventions so

¢

conflict and using it as an excuse
for their internal hatreds and in-
tolerances toward certain races,
creeds and classes.

It should also be evident from
what has been said above that ex-
hibitions of the native brand of
fascism are not confined to any
single section, class or religion.
Happily, it can be said that as
yet fascism has not captured a
predominant place in the outiook
of any American section, class or
religion. It may be encountered
in Wall Street, Main Street or

Tobacco Road. Some even suspect

that they can detect inciplent
traces of it along the Potomac.
It is an infectious disease and we
must all be on our guard against
intolerance, bigotry and the pre-
tension of invidious distinction.
But if we put our trust in the
common sense of common men
and “with malice toward none
and charity for all” go forward
on the great adventure of making
political, economic and gocial de-
mocracy a practical re‘é.lity, we
shall not fail.

age-long
fascism and |,

that both production and, espe-
cially, distribution can match in -

their power and practical effect
on the daily life of the common

man the immense and growing -
volume of scientific research, me-

chanical invention and manage-
ment technique.

(2) Vivifies with the greatest
intengity the spiritual processes
which are both the foundation
and the very essence of democ-
racy.

The second of these two re-
quirements is even more likely to
be overlooked than the first. Our
colleges, because of their preoccu-
pation with science, history, eco-
nomics and athletics, stimulate
too little serious questioning in
the minds of the young Wall
Streeters (and young La Salle
Streeters) concerning that which
is the essence of both democracy
and religion — the fatherhood of
God and the brotherhood of man.
Democracy might well be called
the religion of the general wel-
fare in action. Against the inter-
national, imperialistic aspects of
fagcism and cartels it has its own
type of internationalism — the
Good Neighbor policy. But the

Good Neighbor policy will be re- -

placed by a new fascism if, after
this war, we do as we did after the
last war—insist on higher tariffs
and the punitive payment of debts
which foreign nations owe us,

THE moral and spiritual as-
pects of both personal and inter-
national relationships have a
practical bearing which so-called
practical men deny. This dull-
ness of vision regarding the im-
portance of the general welfare
to the individual is the measure
of the failure of our schools and
churches to teach the spiritual
gignificance of genuine demcc-
racy. Until democracy in effec-
tive enthusiastic action fills the
vacuum created by the power of
modern inventions we may expect
the Fascists to increase in power
after the war, both in the United
States and in the world.

Fascism in the post-war world
inevitably will push steadily for
Anglo-Saxon imperialism and
. eventually for war with Russia.
Already American Fascists are
" talking and writing about this
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